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•

THE MINUTES OF THE EMERGENCY MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
April 7, 1986
The Regents of the University of New Mexico held an emergency meeting at
9:00 a.m. on Monday, April 7, 1986, in the Roberts Room of Scholes Hall.
Consistent with Regents' policy regarding notification of media of an emergency meeting, the required three media were notified of the meeting between
5:50 a.m. and 6:10 a.m. Those included the Albquerque Tribune (Newspaper),
KOAT (television station) and KOB AM (radio). All other major news media,
including the Daily Lobo, KUNM, and the wire service were also notified of the
emergency meeting prior to 7:00 a.m.
Present: Robert Sanchez, Vice President
John Paez, Secretary and Treasurer
Ann Jourdan
Colleen J. Maloof
Tom J. Farer, President of the University
Anne J. Brown, Secretary of the University
John D. Robb, Attorney

•

Absent:

Jerry Apodaca, President

Vice President Robert. Sanchez called the meeting to order and introduced
Attorney John D. Robb who explained that the meeting was called in accordance
with procedures set fourth in the Regents' Policy Manual which defines an
emergency meeting as a meeting caused by conditions that are unexpected. The
Regents are meeting today because they deem that the law suit that has been
filed in connection with their prior action of April 1, 1986 in regard to the
film ftHail Maryft and the reaction to the law suit create such conditions. The
rules of the Policy Mangual have been followed and the meeting is legal. The
purpose of the meeting is to consider whether Regents should take any action
with respect to the action on April 1.
Regent Sanchez read the following resolution:
/'

Disputes over the showing of the film ftHail Maryft including
particularly a recent lawsuit ag~inst the Regents of the University of New Mexico are causing serous divisions within the University Community and substantial legal.expense to the University.
The Regents therefore; recognizing that 'there are no formal standards or procedures in place for reviewing films:

•

1. Reaffirm their strony objection to the exhibition of that
film. The Regents express their hope that the Associated Students
of the University of New Mexico and their constituents exercise their
judgement to consider whether the movie should be shown;
2. Reaffirm their commitment to the observance of constitutional
rights of free speech on the campus;
3. State that this action supercedes the Resolution on this subject previously adopted by the Regents on April 1, 1986.

/

24
Sanchez noted that the resolution had been read to to Regent President·
Jerry Apodaca and he is in agreement with it.
Regent Paez moved that the resolution be adopted by the Board.
was seconded by Regent Jourdan.

The motion

•

Sanchez then read the following statement into the record:
We continue to have strong objections about the showing of the film nHail
Maryn on the campus. We hope that the Associated Students of the University
of New Mexico and their constituents will consider whether to exhibit the
film. The dispute on the campus concerning the exhibition of the film and the
lawsuit which followed the adoption of our resolution is producing discord
within the University Community which threatens the educational process and
the relationships between the students, the faculty, staff, the administration, and the Regents. While we adhere to our opposition to the showing of
the film on the University of New Mexico campus we will leave it to the
jUdgement of the Associated Students of New Mexico and their constituents
whether to go forward with its scheduled showing since no film review process
was in place at that time. We believe that our actions in adopting the
original resolution were responsible ones as Regents and in the best interests
of the University. Our actions have been misunderstood by some as indicating
an indifference to the rights of free speech on the campus. It has never been
our intention to suppress the constitutional right of free speech on the
campus and we reaffirm that right today.

•

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m.

APPROVED:

------ATTEST:

and Treasurer
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